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persuade her to consent.    I can get no good by remaining here, and earnestly desire to be at home.
If you are at a loss for an excuse, say that mother is out of health; or that Uncle E. is going a journey on account of his health, and wishes me to attend him; or that Elizabeth is on a visit at some distant place, and wishes me to come and bring her home ; or that George Archer has just arrived from sea, and is to sail again immediately, and wishes to see me before he goes ; or that some of my relations are to die or be married, and my presence is necessary on the occasion. And lastly, if none of these excuses will suit you, and you can think of no other, write and order me to come home without any. If you do not, I shall certainly forge a letter, for I will be at home within a week. Write the very day that you receive this. If Elizabeth were at home, she would be at no loss for a good excuse. If you will do what I tell you, I shall be
Your affectionate brother,
NATH. HAWTHORNE.
My want of decent clothes will prevent my calling at Mrs. Button's. Write immediately, write immediately, write immediately.
Haste, haste, post-haste, ride and run, until these shall be delivered. You must and shall and will do as I desire. If you can think of a true excuse, send it; if not, any other will answer the same purpose. If I do not get a letter by Monday, or Tuesday at farthest, I will leave Brunswick without liberty.